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Dearfriends,
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve,Public
BenefitCorporation,a

M
odel

Biosphere
Reserve

of
the

W
orld

Network
of

Biosphere
Reserves,

has
concluded

its
eleventh

year
of

active
service.

2015
brought

another
clim

aticextrem
e

to
South

M
oravia

in
the

form
ofunusuallylong

periodsof
droughtduring

the
growing

season
and

a
record

num
beroftropicaldays

and
nightsin

the
sum

m
er.In

the
globalcontext,differentform

sofextrem
e

weatherare
increasingly

com
m

on.Som
e

places
are

plagued
by

floods,
som

e
sufferfrom

num
erous

tornadoes
and

tropicalstorm
s,while

others
witherfrom

lack
ofwaterand

drought.The
entire

planetis
clim

atically
restlessand

the
restlessnesstransfersto

the
people

affected,particularly
in

developing
countries.

Politicalsum
m

its
are

discussing
the

issue
of

clim
aticthreatsand

the
possible

waysoffightingthem
.Globaltreatiesare

adopted
with

the
objective

to
safeguard

and
basic

protection
of

the
Earth's

ecosystem
s.

In
Decem

ber
2015

an
im

portant
global

United
Nations

Fram
ework

Convention
on

Clim
ate

Change
was

adopted
as

a
follow-up

ofthe
adopted

in
Septem

ber
2015.

For
the

W
orld

Network
of

Biosphere
Reserves

UNESCO
General

Conference
adopted

the
.

These
new

global
agreem

ents
jointlyprovide

a
com

plexand
up-to-date

fram
ework

with
the

objective
to

contribute
to

international
cooperation

addressing
the

challengesofsustainable
developm

entand
to

interconnectthem
with

the
Strategic

Goals
ofthe

M
AB

Program
m

e
and

W
orld

Network
ofBiosphere

Reservesactionsin
thenextten

years.
In

oureveryday
work

we
are

trying
to

align
ouractivities

with
the

current
strategic

docum
ents.

Our
efforts

have
been

acknowledged
at

the
,

where
we

were
the

only
representatives

of
Czech

biosphere
reserves

and
where,

am
ong

other

sustainable
developm

ent

2030
Agenda

forSustainable
Developm

ent
M

AB
Program

m
e

Strategy
for

the
period

2015–2025

EuroM
AB

Conference
Estonia

in
2015

things,
we

presented
our

activities
in

a
workshop

on
Education

for
SustainableDevelopm

entand
BiosphereReserves.

Both
the

generalpublic
and

experts
have

been
traditionally

attracted
by

core
projectsofourBR

which
focuson

landscape
m

anagem
ent.2015

saw
the

successfulim
plem

entation
ofprojectsdealing

with
the

restoration
and

planting
ofgreenery

within
the

TerritorialSystem
ofEcologicalStability

(TSES)on
sixcadastrescoveringover140

ha.W
e

trustthatthese
im

portant
perm

anentgreen
beltswillsoon

be
com

plem
ented

byfollow-up
m

easures
in

the
organization

ofagriculturaland
waterm

anagem
entofthe

landscape
to

enhance
its

generalquality.W
e

m
ustbearin

m
ind

thatarable
land

and
clean

water
represent

our
greatest

assets
and

that
a

landscape
with

sufficientgreeneryiscapableofwithstandingclim
aticchangebetter.

W
e

cooperate
with

m
unicipalities,universities

and
allstakeholders

who
eitherare

orfeelresponsible
forthe

sustainable
developm

entofourcivic
society.Therangeofouractivitiesisconsiderable,astheissueof“sustaina-
bility”

is
com

plex
and

interdisciplinary.
W

e
continue

to
prom

ote
m

odel
solutions

and
projects,participate

in
the

education
ofyoung

people
and

generalpublicto
getacrossthe

m
essage

thatglobalproblem
stend

to
have

theirveryspecificlocalim
plications.Theirsuccessfultacklingispossible

on
condition

thatinterdisciplinaryexchangeofinform
ation

isprom
oted,expert

argum
ents

are
respected

and
consentaboutpossible

solution
is

reached.
W

earedoingourbestto
adhereto

theseprinciplesin
allouractivities.

Theachievem
entsofLowerM

orava
BR,PBC,would

nothavebeen
possible

withoutthe
continuoussupportand

participation
ofrepresentativesofour

governingbodies,them
oralsupportofoursupportersand

donationsfrom
ourpartners.Ourheartfeltthanks

go
outto

allofthem
,along

with
our

assurancethatjointeffortswilltakeusfar.

Jan Vybíral, M
anaging Director, April 2016
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TheterritoryofeachBR
isdivided

intothreezones:

It
is

im
perative

that
every

BR
actively

prom
otes

participatory
m

anagem
ent

The
isdesigned

fornatureconservation,itsm
onitoringand

non-
destructive

research.The
surrounds

the
core

zones
and

is
utilized

foractivitiesin
accord

with
sustainableecologicalprocedures.The

rem
aining

area
ofa

BR
consists

ofthe
or

the
zone

of
cooperation,

where
all

stakeholders
work

jointly
towards

sustainable
m

anagem
entofresourcesoftheentirearea.

,which
requires

equalcollaboration
and

participation
ofall

stakeholders,
including

local
governm

ents
and

inhabitants,
state

adm
inistration,

representatives
of

local
businesses

and
conservation

groupsaswellasnaturaland
socialscientists.LowerM

orava
BR

istheonly
BR

in
the

Czech
Republic

to
directly

and
equally

involve
various

stakeholders
in

the
m

anagem
entand

decision-m
aking

processes
on

the
platform

ofa
PublicBenefitCorporation.

The
M

AB
Program

m
e

facilitated
the

creation
of

the
W

orld
Network

of
Biosphere

Reserves,which
in

2015
encom

passed
a

totalof651
BRs

in
120

countries,sixofthem
on

the
territoryofthe

Czech
Republic(Šum

ava,
Krkonoše,

Křivoklátsko,
Třeboň

Basin,
Bílé

Karpaty
and

the
Lower

M
orava

BR).

corezone
buffer

zone

transition
zone

The
internationalUNESCO

was
established

in
1971.Its

prim
ary

.
are

areas
with

an
international

status,
nom

inated
by

nationalgovernm
ents

and
designated

by
UNESCO

under
the

M
AB

Program
m

e.
BRs

are
designed

to
create

and
test

innovative
approaches

to
sustainable

developm
ent,

and
by

com
bining

scientific
knowledge

and
different

form
s

of
landscape

and
natural

resources
m

anagem
enthelp

reduce
biodiversityloss,im

prove
the

social,econom
ic

and
culturalconditions

necessaryforthe
environm

entalsustainabilityof
m

an'sstandard
ofliving.

In
practice

it
involves

.

M
an

and
the

Biosphere
(M

aB)
Program

m
e

objective
is

to
prom

ote
sustainable

and
sensible

m
anagem

ent
of

natural
resources

and
to

im
prove

the
relationship

betweenm
anand

theenvironm
ent

Biosphere
reserves

(BRs)

looking
for

m
ethods

of
flexible,

dynam
ic

and
sustainable

conservation
ofnaturaland

culturalvaluesthrough
everyday

hum
anactivities

Biosphere
reserves

differfrom
traditionalreserves

bynotfocusing
solely

on
nature

conservation
but

by
respecting

and
fostering

such
hum

an
landscapeactivitieswhichprom

oteitspositivesustainabledevelopm
ent.

Allworld
BRsarebound

tofulfilthreeequallyim
portantfunctions:

1.Conservation of natural and cultural diversity
2.Socially, culturally and environm

entally sustainable econom
ic

developm
ent

3.Support of research, m
onitoring and environm

ental education
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and
the

BřeclavDistrictCham
berofCom

m
erce.In

the
contextofthe

Czech
Republic

it
is

the
only

biosphere
reserve

coordinated
by

a
non-

governm
ental

organization
which

involves
representatives

of
local

businesses,
state

adm
inistration

bodies,
m

unicipalities,
professional

associations
and

non-governm
entalorganizations

active
on

the
territory

ofthe
BR.This

m
anagem

entm
odelis

unique
within

the
country,as

the
existing

Czech
BRs

have
always

been
adm

inistered
bysom

e
state

nature
conservation

body,beita
Protected

LandscapeArea
ora

NationalPark.¨

•
organizational,

institutional,
factual

and
personnel

provision
of

activities
adm

inistered
by

the
Lower

M
orava

Biosphere
Reserve

(hereinafterBR)as
partofthe

UNESCO
W

orld
Network

ofBiosphere
Reserves,

•
participation

in
activitiesrelevantto

the
LowerM

orava
BR,includingthe

coordination
of

these
activities

with
state

adm
inistration

bodies,
m

unicipal
authorities,

stakeholders,
educational

and
scientific

institutions,businesses,generalpublicand
otherbodies,

•
participation

in
m

ediating
and

procuring
advisory,

financial
and

coordinating
services

which
relate

to
the

Lower
M

orava
BR

and
its

developm
ent,in

accordancewith
theUNESCO

regulationson
theW

orld
NetworkofBiosphereReserves,

•
safeguarding

the
com

m
issioning,developm

entand
regularupdate

of
an

open
inform

ation
database

on
the

LowerM
orava

BR
and

on
the

scientific,econom
ic

and
developm

entactivities
relating

to
the

area
or

existenceoftheBR,
•

participation
in

publishing
both

periodic
and

non-periodic
m

aterials
and

proceedings,
including

inform
ative

and
m

ethodological

Lower M
orava Biosphere Reserve, PBC, provides the following public

benefit services:

The
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve
was

designated
in

July2003
as

an
extension

oftheform
erPálava

BiosphereReserve(designated
in

1986)to
encom

pass
the

Lednice-Valtice
Cultural

Landscape
(LVCL)

and
the

floodplain
forestsattheconfluenceoftheM

orava
and

DyjeRivers.
Itis

situated
in

South
M

oravia,som
e

35
km

south
ofBrno

on
the

borders
with

Austria
and

Slovakia.The
Pavlovské

Hills,orPálava,stand
outas

its
dom

inant
feature

consisting
of

lim
estone

cliffs
covered

with
steppes,

forestsand
grasslands,aswellasarableland

and
vineyards.Thenorthern,

eastern
and

southern
partsofthebiospherereservearesituated

in
theflat

alluvium
ofthe

Dyje
Riverwhich

issubjectto
intensive,m

ostlyagricultural
use.The

centralpartofthe
biosphere

reserve
is

situated
in

a
depression

filled
with

fishponds
and

landscape
artificially

created
by

people
in

the
19

century,which
atpresentisdesignated

asa
UNESCO

W
orld

Heritage
Site.The

south-eastern
partofthe

reserve,a
triangle

m
arked

bythe
town

ofBřeclav,village
called

Týnecand
the

confluence
ofthe

M
orava

and
Dyje

Rivers,houses
the

largestcom
plex

ofhardwood
floodplain

forests
and

alluvialm
eadows

(som
e

8,000
ha)

in
the

Czech
Republic.

The
Lower

M
orava

BR
encom

passes
a

num
ber

of
sites

of
both

national
and

internationalim
portance,am

ong
them

Natura
2000

SpecialProtection
Areas,

the
Pálava

Protected
Landscape

Area,
Lednice-Valtice

Cultural
Landscape,Ram

sarSites
and

two
nature

parks
(the

Dyje
Floodplain

and
the

M
ikulčice

Floodplain
Nature

Parks)
or

the
M

orava
Quaternary

Protected
Area

ofNaturalW
aterAccum

ulation.
The

LowerM
orava

Biosphere
Reserve,Public

BenefitCorporation,was
established

in
2004

and
was

entrusted
with

the
provision

ofactivities
adm

inistered
by

the
Lower

M
orava

Biosphere
Reserve

as
part

of
the

UNESCO
W

orld
NetworkofBiosphere

Reserves.Itwasfounded
byForests

ofthe
Czech

Republic,State
Enterprise,the

M
inistryofthe

Environm
entof

the
Czech

Republic,M
ND

a.s.,the
Czech

Union
ofNature

Conservationists

th
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publications
printed,electronic,audio-visualand

m
ultim

edia,as
well

astheirpresentation,distribution
and

sale,
•

participation
in

educational
activities

in
a

spirit
of

prom
oting

the
principles

of
sustainable

lifestyle,
in

particular
those

of
nature

and
landscape

conservation
and

the
rational

m
anagem

ent
of

natural
resources,

•
providinginform

ation
servicesforthegeneralpublic,

•
participation

in
organizing

scientific
conferences,

forum
s,

training
coursesand

exhibitionsrelatingto
theLowerM

orava
BR,

•
establishm

entand
m

anagem
entofm

odelfacilities,
•

fostering
internationalcooperation

in
m

atters
relating

to
the

Lower
M

orava
BR

and
theW

orld
NetworkofBiosphereReserves,

•
prom

oting
and

enforcing
activitiesaim

ed
ateconom

icand
dem

ographic
developm

entoftheLowerM
orava

BR
and

theentireregion,
•

providing
m

ediatory
services

in
cases

ofdisputes
and

conflicts
arising

from
theexistenceand

activitiesoftheLowerM
orava

BR.

The
corporation

provides
public

benefitservices
underequalconditions

with
the

objective
to

supportallstakeholders
and

activities
aim

ed
atthe

developm
ent

of
the

BR
territory

in
accordance

with
conditions

and
regulationsstipulated

bytheUNESCO
M

an
and

theBiosphereProgram
m

e.
Allactivitiesconducted

in
2015

were
in

accordance
with

the
2014–2020

Action
Plan

and
in

concord
with

the
conditions

of
the

M
an

and
the

BiosphereProgram
m

e.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
SUPERVISORY BOARD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
External collaborators

and organizations

Registered
seat:

Registration
num

ber:
Legalform

:

Zám
eckénám

.69,691
44

Lednice
269

38
171

PublicBenefitCorporation

Deputy Director/
Project M

anager
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The
governing

bodiesinclude
the

Board
ofTrustees,SupervisoryBoard

and
the

Executive
Director.The

structure
ofgoverning

bodiesreflectsthe
effortstowards

thebroadestparticipation
ofallstakeholderswithin

theBiosphereReserve.TheExecutiveDirectoractsasa
statutoryrepresentativeofthecorporation.

The
Board

ofTrusteesisa
nine-m

em
berm

anaging
bodyofthe

Biosphere
Reserve

which
encom

passesrepresentativesofthe
founding

m
em

bersalong
with

three
representatives

ofm
unicipalities

and
regions

whose
territory

the
BR

covers,a
representative

ofthe
DistrictCham

berofAgriculture
and

a
representativeofM

endelUniversityin
Brno,which

sim
ultaneouslyactsastheprincipalscientificadvisorybodyoftheBR.

Chairm
an

theLVCLRegion
Vice-Chairm

an
ForestsoftheCzech

Republic,S.E.
2

Vice-Chairm
an

M
endelUniversityin

Brno
BřeclavDistrictCham

berofCom
m

erce
PodlužíRegion
Czech

Union
ofNatureConservationists

BřeclavDistrictCham
berofAgriculture

M
ND,a.s.

M
ikulovsko

Region
Asof2012,M

r.StanislavKoukal,Head
ofthe

RegionalOffice
ofthe

Nature
Conservation

Agencyofthe
Czech

Republic,hasbeen
acting

asa
perm

anent
guestoftheBoard

ofTrustees.

TheSupervisoryBoard
isa

six-m
em

bersupervisorybodyofthecorporation.Itincludesrepresentativesofthefoundingm
em

bers,a
jointrepresentativeof

m
unicipalitiesofthethreeregions,whoseterritorytheBR

covers,and
a

representativeofM
endelUniversity.

Chairm
an

Czech
Union

ofNatureConservationists
M

ND,a.s
BřeclavDistrictCham

berofCom
m

erce
ForestsoftheCzech

Republic.StateEnterprise
M

endelUniversityin
Brno

representative
ofthe

Podluží,M
ikulovsko

and
the

Lednice-Valtice
Cultural

Landscaperegions

In
2015

the
Board

ofTrustees
m

etfourtim
es

and
the

Supervisory
Board

held
one

m
eeting.In

2015
the

Public
BenefitCorporation

em
ployed

two
em

ployeesfull-tim
eand

asofOctobera
new

graduatejob
subsidized

bytheBrno
LabourOfficewascreated.

nd

Com
position

ofLow
erM

orava
BR,PBC

governingbodiesin
2015:

Board
ofTrustees

SupervisoryBoard

.

LiborKabát
M

iroslavSvoboda
PetrM

aděra
FrantišekFabičovic
LadislavStraka
LiborAm

brozek
AntonínHom

ola
PavelKotásek
Rom

anKoprivňanský

LiborOpluštil
ZbyněkParm

a
M

iroslavVolařík
VáclavLidický
AlenaSalašová
M

ilanVojta
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2015
wasa

yearcharacterized
bycom

pletion
and

follow-up
m

aintenanceof
projects

focusing
on

partialrestoration
ofthe

form
erly

diverse
landscape

structure.The
aim

ofthe
projects

which
we

prepared
in

cooperation
with

localm
unicipalities

is
to

create
and

com
plem

entthe
TerritorialSystem

of
EcologicalStability(TSES)and

thusenhance
biodiversityin

the
intensively

used
agriculturallandscape.Ourkey

projectwas
called

“The
Red

Book
of

W
oodyPlantsofthe

Czech
Republic,theRed

BookofThreatened
Speciesof

the
floodplain

forests
of

the
Lower

M
orava

BR
and

The
Red

List
of

Threatened
Speciesofthe

KřtinyTrainingForestEnterprise“.Itissupervised
byM

endelUniversityand
weparticipated

in
itin

theroleofthem
ain

partner.
Another

im
portant

activity
was

our
participation

in
the

EuroM
AB

2015
conference

in
Estonia.During

these
regularevents

held
every

two
years

representativesofEuropean
and

North
Am

erican
biosphere

reservesm
eet

to
discussrelevantissues.W

ealso
m

anaged
to

establish
collaboration

with
the

business
sphere

via
endorsing

products
by

a
Lower

M
orava

BR
Certificate

to
prom

ote
sustainable

entrepreneurship
and

our
further

activitiesfocused
on

workwith
studentsand

stakeholders.

Lower
M

orava
Biosphere

Reserve
is

an
internationally

recognized
area

whose
territory

encom
passes

outstanding
cultural

and
natural

values.
Scientists

ofdifferentfields
often

choose
this

exceptionallandscape
as

their
study

area.
One

of
the

frequent
subjects

of
research

projects
are

threatened
plantand

anim
alspecies.The

sam
e

issue
isstudied

bya
team

ofexperts
from

differentparts
ofthe

country
which

was
assem

bled
under

the
supervision

ofM
endelUniversityin

Brno
to

im
plem

enta
projectcalled

“The
Red

Book
ofW

oody
Plants

ofthe
Czech

Republic,the
Red

Book
of

Project“The
Red

Book
ofW

oodyPlantsofthe
Czech

Republic,
the

Red
Book

ofThreatened
Speciesofthe

floodplain
forests

ofthe
LowerM

orava
BR

and
The

Red
ListofThreatened

Species
ofthe

KřtinyTraining
ForestEnterprise“

Threatened
Species

ofthe
floodplain

forests
ofthe

LowerM
orava

BR
and

The
Red

ListofThreatened
Speciesofthe

KřtinyTraining
ForestEnterprise“.

The
projectpartnersinclude

LowerM
orava

Biosphere
Reserve

(LM
BR)and

the
“M

asaryk
Forest”Training

ForestEnterprise
in

Křtiny(TFE).The
project,

inspired
bythe

State
Environm

entalPolicyofthe
Czech

Republic,isclosely
associated

with
the

ConceptofNature
Conservation

in
the

South
M

oravian
Region

and
fulfilsselected

objectivesofstrategic
and

planning
docum

ents
in

the
field

ofnature
and

landscape
protection.The

projectwaslaunched
at

the
beginning

of2015
and

its
firststage

encom
passed

an
analysis

ofthe
occurrence

of
threatened

woody
species

on
the

territory
of

the
Czech

Republic.Based
on

the
state

determ
ined

a
com

plete
listofthreatened

woodyspecieswasdrawn
up

in
the

form
ofthe

Red
BookofW

oodyPlantsof
the

Czech
Republic

which
willform

a
basis

forlegislative
am

endm
ents.At

the
following

stage
a

survey
ofthreatened

species
ofdifferentorganism

s
was

conducted
in

two
selected

areas
(TFE

Křtiny
and

floodplain
forests

in
LowerM

orava
BR).The

data
obtained

were
used

to
draw

up
the

Red
Listof

Plants
of

LM
BR,

the
Red

List
of

Vertebrates
of

LM
BR,

Red
List

of
Invertebrates

of
LM

BR
and

a
m

ap
of

the
biosphere

reserve
which

highlighted
sm

all-scale
specially

protected
areas

and
contained

descriptions
ofselected

threatened
species.Anotheroutputatthis

stage
was

The
Red

List
of

Threatened
Species

of
the

Křtiny
Training

Forest
Enterprise

which
will

be
available

in
an

electronic
form

.
All

data
will

consequentlybe
entered

in
the

speciesoccurrence
database

ofthe
Nature

Conservation
Agency

of
the

Czech
Republic.

The
project

also
provides

training
forem

ployees
ofstate

adm
inistration

bodies,localgovernm
ents,

Forestsofthe
Czech

Republicand
the

TrainingForestEnterprise
Křtinyin

the
form

ofsem
inars

focusing
on

determ
ination

and
protection

ofselected
threatened

species.The
issue

ofthreatened
speciesand

theirprotection
is

continuouslyraised
during

lecturesforstudentsand
the

generalpublic.An
integral

part
of

the
com

plex
project

is
the

conservation
of

threatened
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species
under

which
two

polycarbonate
greenhouses

with
necessary

facilities
were

builtin
the

forestnursery
ofTFE

Křtiny.The
cultivated

plants
willbe

planted
in

the
wild

to
enhance

the
existing

populations,possiblyto
restore

extinct
populations.Knowledge

obtained
in

the
course

ofplant
propagation

m
ay

be
used

in
conservation

program
m

es
within

the
entire

country.To
ensure

projectsustainability,the
data

obtained
willbe

used
in

theprocessofdevelopingand
im

plem
entingthem

anagem
entprinciplesfor

foreststandswith
threatened

speciesand
in

m
anagem

entplansforsm
all-

scale
specially

protected
areas.Inform

ation
on

the
course

ofthe
project

and
itsoutputscan

befound
on

www.cerveneseznam
y.m

endelu.cz.

M
ND,jointstockcom

pany,isa
Czech

com
panywhich

fora
hundred

years
hasbeen

dealing
with

on
the

territory
oftheCzech

Republicand
in

othercountriesaswell.M
ND

areawareoftheir
position,

the
nature

of
their

business
and

the
ensuing

social
and

environm
entalresponsibility

and
as

such
have

becom
e

one
ofthe

m
ajor

patrons
and

donors
in

the
South

M
oravian

region
supporting

projects
related

to
nature

conservation
and

itssustainable
developm

ent.Asone
of

the
founding

m
em

bersofLowerM
orava

BR,P.B.C.,theyregularlyprovide
supportforpublicbenefitactivitiesand

projectsim
plem

ented
byourPBC.

The
funding

we
received

in
2015

wasused
forim

plem
enting

projectsand
forthefollowingpurposes:
•••

tion
and

procurem
ent

of
advisory

and
coordinating

services
related

to
BR,

• Theprojectwasfunded
bytheEEA

and
NorwayGrants

crude
oiland

naturalgasextraction

provision
foractivities

ofthe
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve,as
part

oftheUNESCO
W

orld
NetworkofBiosphereReserves,

participation
in

activities
related

to
BR,including

coordination
ofthe

said
activities,

m
edia

updatingtheinform
ation

databaseon
BR,

Publicbenefitactivitiessupported
byM

ND,a.s.

••
forum

sand
trainingcourses,

••Thanksto
the

financialsupportprovided
byM

ND,a.s.,we
were

capable
of

procuring
publicbenefitservicesto

allstakeholderswhose
prim

aryaim
is

the
developm

entofthe
area

ofourBR
in

accordance
with

the
conditions

and
regulationsoftheM

an
and

theBiosphereProgram
m

e.

Forestsofthe
Czech

Republic,State
Enterprise,are

the
m

ajorm
anagerof

forest
land

in
the

country
and

within
the

Lower
M

orava
BR

itself.
Sustainable

forest
m

anagem
ent,which

is
the

basis
oftheir

long-term
businessstrategy,safeguardsthefulfillm

entofproduction
and

non-wood-
producing

functions
of

the
m

anaged
forests.

Owing
to

its
scope

of
activities

the
com

pany
is

the
m

ost
im

portant
partner

of
nature

conservation
bodiesin

theCzech
Republic,which

m
otivatestheireffortsto

respecttheregim
esetforforestm

anagem
entin

protected
areas.FCR

also
hold

the
certificate

issued
by

the
Program

m
e

for
the

Endorsem
ent

of
ForestCertification

Schem
eswhich

atteststhrough
an

independentaudit
that

the
com

pany
m

anages
its

forests
sustainably

and
prom

otes
responsiblem

anagem
entpractices.

Forests
ofthe

Czech
Republic,State

Enterprise,are
one

ofthe
founding

m
em

bers
of

Lower
M

orava
BR

and
have

traditionally
supported

our
activities

both
inside

and
outside

the
BR

via
specific

them
atic

program
m

es:
a)

Conservation of the natural and cultural diversity of cultural
landscapes
Cultural landscape m

anagem
ent

participation
in

educating
the

generalpublic,procurem
entoffurther

education
and

trainingofyoungpeople,
organizingconferences,
prom

oting
internationalcooperation

in
m

atters
related

to
BR

and
the

W
orld

NetworkofBiosphereReserves,
prom

oting
and

im
plem

enting
activities

aim
ed

at
the

econom
ic

and
dem

ographicdevelopm
entoftheBR

and
itsregion.

b) Activities im
plem

ented w
ith the support of Forests of the

Czech Republic, S.E.
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c)
Environm

entaleducation
and

training
d)

Inform
ation

and
cooperation

with
thegeneralpublic

ThefocusofourBR
activitieswasdesigned

in
com

pliancewith
thestatutes

and
the

founding
agreem

entofourPBC
and

covers
a

broad
scope

of
activitieswhich

prom
ote

sustainable
developm

entin
the

region,enhance
biodiversityin

the
intensivelym

anaged
agriculturallandscape

and
foster

partnershipswith
m

unicipalitiesoreducationalactivities.
Thanksto

the
financialsupportfrom

Forestsofthe
Czech

Republic,S.E.,in
2015

ourBR
succeeded

in
fulfillingallthe

principalfunctionsofbiosphere
reserves

stipulated
by

the
M

AB
Program

m
e

and
UNESCO

binding
docum

entsand
perform

ed
activitiesdeclared

bythe
foundingdocum

ents
ofourPBC.

The
aim

ofthe
projectisto

enhance
the

developm
entofthe

LowerM
orava

BR
territory

through
cooperation

with
selected

businesses
as

wellas
to

prom
ote

localproducts
and

services
which

are
produced

and
delivered

sensibly,
in

a
traditional

m
anner

and
in

concord
with

the
cultural

landscape
interests.The

certificate
guarantees

thatthatgiven
product

com
es

from
the

region,thatboth
the

productand
the

produceroperate
sensibly

with
respect

to
the

environm
ent

and
that

they
are

closely
associated

with
activitiesin

thearea.
The

projectdrew
on

existing
and

well-established
certification

schem
es

forthe
designation

oforigin
forboth

products
and

services
as

wellas
on

experience
shared

by
biosphere

reserves
from

abroad
where

sim
ilar

certification
schem

esalreadyexist.
Thecertificateguaranteesthattheproducerorserviceprovider:
a)

operatesin
a

waywhich
issensible

to
the

environm
entand

in
concord

with
theprinciplesofsustainableexistenceand

land
use

b)
isrelated

to
LowerM

orava
BR,i.e.operateswithin

theBR
territory

c)
endorsesthephilosophyofLowerM

orava
BR

and
M

AB
Program

m
eand

prom
otesit(e.g.a

linkon
theirweb

page,etc.)
d)

guaranteessustainablequalityoftheirproductorservice.

Low
erM

orava
BiosphereReserveCertificate

In
2015

the
certificate

was
awarded

to
VinařstvíVolařík

(Volařík
W

inery,
www.vinarstvivolarik.cz)and

itslineofOrganicwineswhich
offersorganically

produced
varietalwinesHibernal,Saphira,Johanniterand

Solaris.
M

r
Antonín

Šesták
from

the
H

oney
Farm

M
oravský

Soutok
(vcelysoutok@

em
ail.cz)wasthe

second
localbusinessm

an
to

be
awarded

the
certificate

for
his

Honey
from

the
Confluence

and
M

ead
from

the
Confluence.

The
internationalEuroM

AB
network

encom
passes

allbiosphere
reserves

in
Europe

and
North

Am
erica

underthe
M

AB
program

m
e.A

conference
attended

by
representatives

of
biosphere

reserves
and

national
com

m
ittees

is
organized

every
two

years
to

evaluate
the

activities
ofthe

past
period

and
set

the
priorities

and
further

direction
of

the
M

AB
Program

m
e

in
the

upcom
ing

period.The
internationalEuroM

AB
2015

conference
took

place
on

19–23
M

ay
2015

in
Haapsalu

in
Estonia.The

m
otto

ofthisyear'sconference
was“Biosphere

Reserves:from
heritage

to
sustainable

innovation”,referring
to

the
possibility

ofcom
bining

local
traditions

with
m

odern
econom

ies
and

localcom
m

unities
while

using
latest

scientific
findings.

Individual
conference

sessions
focused

on
discussions

related
to

the
im

plem
entation

of
recom

m
endations

of
EuroM

AB
2013

in
Canada,

preparation
of

a
new

M
AB

strategy
2015–2020

and
theEuroM

AB
contribution

to
thepreparation

oftheW
orld

CongressofBiosphereReservesthatwillbeheld
in

Peru
in

M
arch

2016.
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve,PBC,its
founding

m
em

bers,partners
and

projects
were

introduced
in

a
presentation

called
“Coping

with
challenges

related
to

sustainable
developm

enteducation
–

experience
from

the
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve”which
was

delivered
during

a
workshop

on
“Education

for
Sustainable

Developm
ent

and
Biosphere

Reserves”.
It

was
the

only
public

presentation
of

BRs
and

the
M

AB
Program

m
e

in
the

Czech
Republic

atthe
conference.The

nextEuroM
AB

conferencewillbeheld
in

2017
in

France.

EuroM
AB

Estonia
2015
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Establishm
ent of biocenters and TSES elem

ents in the vicinity
of Pohořelice and Nová Ves, Brno-venkov District

Tourism
infrastructureatSoutok(Confluence)

In
the

course
ofthe

yearourPBC
supervised

the
com

pletion
ofplanting

and
follow-up

m
aintenance,which

encom
passed

protection
oftheplants,

watering
and

replacem
entofplantsdam

aged
bydrought,undera

project
im

plem
ented

in
2014

whose
recipientis

the
Pohořelice

m
unicipality.The

territorywheretheprojectwasim
plem

ented
had

com
prised

vaststretches
ofarable

land
with

m
inim

um
ecologicalstabilityand

susceptible
to

wind
erosion.W

ith
thisin

m
ind,tree

alleysand
grovesalongwith

two
biocentres

were
established

to
com

plem
entthe

existing
biocorridors

(a
windbreak

and
the

Jihlava
River).Vast

stretches
offarm

land
were

intersected
by

interaction
elem

ents
which

enhanced
the

biodiversity
as

well
as

the
landscape'sstability.
OurPBC

initiated
the

project,prepared
projectdocum

entation,applied
successfully

for
funding

and
provides

im
plem

entation
project

m
anagem

ent.
The

area
planted

with
trees

and
shrubs

com
bined

with
grassy

areas
covered

54
ha

and
the

im
plem

entation
costofthe

project
was

CZK
33

m
il.Itprobably

represents
the

m
ostextensive

im
plem

ented
projectfocusing

on
the

establishm
entand

com
plem

entation
ofthe

South
M

oravian
territorialsystem

ofecologicalstabilityto
date.

Atthe
tim

e
when

totalitarian
regim

e
ruled

the
country,the

area
ofSoutok

was
subjectto

a
strictm

anagem
entregim

e
ofthe

so-called
Iron

Curtain
due

to
itsim

m
ediate

vicinityofthe
Austrian

state
border.Free

accessand
econom

ic
activities

were
lim

ited.Since
1989

the
territoryhas

been
open

to
touristswhosenum

bershavebeen
increasingsteadily.

The
area

is
highly

attractive,encom
passing

the
LowerM

orava
Biosphere

Reserve
(UNESCO),partofthe

Lednice-Valtice
CulturalLandscape

(W
orld

Heritage
Site),two

nationalnature
reserves

(Ranšpurk,Cahnov)and
is

partofNatura
2000,due

to
which

the
entire

area
is

subjectto
strong

The project was funded by the State Environm
ental Fund of the Czech Republic

and Operational Program
m

e Environm
ent.

tourism
im

pact.
In

2007
our

PBC
in

collaboration
with

stakeholders
proposed

a
strategy

ofsustainable
tourism

developm
entin

the
area

of
Soutok

but
due

to
a

num
ber

of
reasons

this
strategy

was
not

fully
im

plem
ented.In

2014
ourPBC

updated
the

projectthanks
to

funding
provided

by
Forests

of
the

Czech
Republic,

State
Enterprise

and
its

Židlochovice
ForestEnterprise,and

designed
a

projectofm
itigating

the
tourism

im
pacton

the
area

ofSoutok
to

preventpossible
devaluation,

particularly
ofits

naturalpotential.The
outputs

included
a

proposalof
touristm

ovem
entin

the
area

ofSoutok,including
the

infrastructure
to

supportand
controlthism

ovem
ent.

In
2015

the
South

M
oravian

Region
(SM

R)took
initiative

and
based

on
m

easures
proposed

by
our

PBC
launched

activities
to

support
cyclotourism

in
particular.In

1945
seven

bridges
spanned

the
Dyje

River
between

Pohansko
and

Soutok
but

after
W

W
2

they
were

intentionally
destroyed.In

relation
with

the
projectm

entioned
above,the

possibilityof
connecting

the
cycle

paths
on

the
Czech

and
Austrian

sides
by

a
pedestrian

and
cycle

bridge
across

the
Dyje

in
the

vicinityofthe
M

orava-
D

yje
confluence

was
revived.

In
collaboration

w
ith

the
Lanžhot

m
unicipality

SM
R

pledged
to

com
m

ission
a

research
study,which

is
the

initialstage
priorto

possible
com

m
issioning

ofa
preparatory

study.The
Town

ofLanžhotwas
also

asked
to

presentthe
projectproposalto

its
partnerm

unicipalitieson
theAustrian

side.
A

field
inspection

ofsites
selected

forinstallation
ofbenches

and
other

tourist
facilities

along
the

m
ain

tourist
trail

to
Soutok

took
place

in
Septem

ber.
Experts

from
SM

R,
the

M
orava

River
Basin,

Židlochovice
ForestEnterprise

along
with

PBC
em

ployees
assessed

the
suitability

of
selected

sites
for

the
installation

of
specific

types
of

facilities.
This

specification
launched

the
finalstage

of
the

project
whose

aim
is

to
provide

standard
com

fortfortourists,m
ark

trails
clearly,particularly

for
cyclists,and

connectthe
trailto

the
Soutok-Lanžhotroute

along
the

crest
oftheright-bankflood

controldam
attheM

orava
River.
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Establishm
ent and restoration of biocenters and TSES

elem
ents near Vlasatice

Restoration
oflandscapevegetation

in
LužicebyH

odonín

The
key

objective
ofthis

landscape
projectis

the
establishm

entofa
new

system
and

enhancem
entoftheexistingTSES

system
functionsalongwith

the
restoration

ofa
num

berofhabitats
in

the
originally

diverse
cultural

landscape
which

has
been

subject
to

long-term
intensive

farm
ing,

particularly
in

the
1960s

–
1970s

during
the

socialisttransform
ation

of
ruralareas,and

was
transform

ed
into

an
area

with
low

biodiversity.Its
biodiversity

has
been

enhanced
through

im
proving

the
environm

ental
characteristics

of
the

landscape.
The

im
plem

ented
m

easures
will

decrease
the

am
ount

of
soil

loss
and

im
prove

m
oisture

retention
characteristicsofthe

landscape.Itisexpected
thatthe

newlyestablished
basic

TSES
structure

willbe
com

plem
ented

byrelated
m

easures,such
as

the
establishm

entoftransitionsbetween
field

cropsand
linearelem

ents,
bird

wateringplacesand
wetlands,which

in
turn

willincreasee.g.hareand
partridgepopulationsasim

portantbioindicatorsofenvironm
entalquality

oftherurallandscape.
Our

PBC
initiated

the
project,

prepared
project

docum
entation,

applied
successfully

forfunding
and

has
supervised

the
works.The

projectwas
con-

cluded
in

2015
and

m
aintenance

ofthe
planted

cultures
and

theirprotection
were

started.In
autum

n
partsofplantingsdam

aged
byextrem

e
droughtwere

replaced.Throughout2016
follow-up

m
aintenancewilltakeplace.

The
keyobjective

ofthisprojectwasto
establish

an
interestingnaturalsite

in
the

vicinity
ofthe

m
unicipality

which
would

work
as

a
space

forleisure
tim

e
activities

oflocalresidents
as

wellas
a

biocentre
enhancing

the
developm

ent
of

plant
and

anim
al

species.
The

m
easures

w
ere

im
plem

ented
in

an
area

partlydegraded
byillegaldum

ps
and

overgrown
with

non-native
species.A

foreststeppe
site

with
a

naturalcharacterwas
created,with

soft
field

roads,paths
and

groves
offorest

trees,native

The project is funded through the State Environm
ental Fund of the Czech

Republic and Operational Program
m

e Environm
ent.

shrubs
and

m
owed

cultural“butterfly
m

eadows”.The
establishm

entof
thiselem

entbased
on

TSES
biocentreprincipleshastriggered

a
num

berof
positivechangesin

thesurroundingculturallandscape.
OurPBC

initiated
the

project,prepared
projectdocum

entation,applied
successfully

for
funding

and
provides

supervision,
which

in
2015

encom
passed

supervision
ofm

aintenance
ofthe

planted
cultures

and
their

protection,
watering

and
replacem

ent
of

plantings
dam

aged
by

extrem
edrought.

Thekeyobjectiveofthiscom
plexlandscapeprojectistheestablishm

entof
a

TSES
system

along
with

restoration
of

a
num

ber
of

habitats
in

an
originallydiverse

culturallandscape
which

issubjectto
intensive

farm
ing

and
its

vaststretches
have

been
transform

ed
into

a
culturalsteppe

with
severely

lim
ited

biodiversity.
Am

ong
other

things
the

im
plem

ented
m

easureshave
im

proved
biodiversity,reduced

erosion
and

im
proved

the
soil

m
oisture

conditions.
An

im
portant

follow-up
project

focused
on

cultivation
and

harvesting
m

easurestaken
in

the
m

unicipalforeststands.
Underthisprojectthe

m
unicipalityofDrnholectookthe

decision
to

create
refuges

enabling
the

developm
entofinvertebrate

and
fungispecies

in
ancientand

rotting
treesand

stum
ps,and

to
elim

inate
the

dangerofnon-
nativetreespeciesspreadinginto

thenewlyestablished
TSES.

OurPBC
initiated

the
project,prepared

projectdocum
entation,applied

successfully
for

funding
and

has
provided

supervision,which
in

2015
focused

on
supervision

ofplanting,m
aintenance

ofthe
planted

cultures
and

theirprotection,wateringand
replacem

entofdryplants.

The project was funded through the State Environm
ental Fund of the Czech

Republic and Operational Program
m

e Environm
ent with the support of M

ND, a.s.

The
project

was
funded

through
the

State
Environm

ental
Fund

of
the

Czech

Republicand
OperationalProgram

m
eEnvironm

ent.

Establishm
ent and restoration of biocenters and TSES

elem
ents in Drnholec

A
N

N
U

A
L    R

E
P

O
R

T    2
0

1
5

Low
er

M
orava

B
iosp

h
ere

R
eserve,

P.B
.C

.

IM
P

O
R

TA
N

T
A

C
TIV

ITIE
S

IN
2

0
1

5



1
5

Landscaping of the historic greenery on the south bank of
H

lohovecký Fishpond

Perform
ing Site M

anagerial duties in the Lednice-Valtice
Cultural Landscape, W

orld H
eritage Site

The
project

m
ay

serve
as

an
exam

ple
of

practical
m

anagem
ent

of
a

historicalculturallandscape.Theim
plem

ented
m

easures,whoseaim
was

to
restore

the
habitat

diversity
of

a
park

landscape
on

the
bank

of
Hlohovecký

Fishpond,one
ofim

portantelem
ents

ofthe
Lednice-Valtice

CulturalLandscape,have
helped

to
restore

the
characterofa

well-kept
nature

park
with

ancientsolitary
trees,groves

offoreststands
ofvarious

age
classesand

herb-rich
m

eadows.The
biologicalfunction

ofperm
anent

high
and

low
vegetation

asoverlappinghabitatswith
a

num
berofecotone

zoneswasrestored
and

enhanced.
OurPBC

initiated
the

project,prepared
projectdocum

entation,applied
successfully

for
funding

and
has

provided
supervision,which

in
2015

focused
on

supervision
ofplanting,care

ofthe
planted

cultures
and

their
protection,wateringand

replacem
entofdryplants.

Based
on

a
m

andate
awarded

bythe
InterdisciplinaryW

orkgroup
forLVCL,

ourPBC
continued

to
perform

allSite
M

anagerduties
in

2015,including
coordination

of
activities

within
LVCL

and
working

as
a

platform
for

coordination
and

interdisciplinary
exchange

ofexpertinform
ation

which
wassafeguarded

through
the

application
ofparticipatorym

anagem
entin

ourPBC
and

ourdirectparticipation
in

the
InterdisciplinaryW

orkgroup
for

LVCL.Owing
to

the
factthatculturallandscape

m
anagem

entisa
com

plex
issue,which

ishighlyspecificparticularlyon
the

territoryofLVCL,ensuring
interdisciplinary

coordination,
com

m
unication

and
continuous

awareness
ofallthe

stakeholders
in

the
area

represents
a

particularly
dem

andingtask.
The

Site
M

anager's(SM
LVCL)activitiesare

conditioned
bythe

obligation
to

ensure
protection,m

anagem
entand

sustainable
developm

entupon

The project was funded through the State Environm
ental Fund of the Czech

Republic and Operational Program
m

e Environm
ent.

preserving
the

outstanding
value

ofthe
LVCL

landscape
inscribed

on
the

W
orld

HeritageListin
1996.

In
2015

theInterdisciplinaryW
orkgroup

held
threesessionsto

discussthe
issues

ofSite
M

anagerfunding,territorialplanning
in

LVCL,conflicts
with

m
onum

ent
conservation

bodies
and

Natura
2000

conservation,
the

surveyofa
ring

road
around

M
ikulovand

Valtice
aswellasinform

ation
on

im
portantprojectswithin

LVCL.Site
m

anagem
ent,nam

elythe
issue

ofits
funding,wassubjectto

severalindependentnegotiationswith
the

Deputy
M

inisteroftheEnvironm
ent.

AsSM
LVCLwe

participated
throughoutthe

yearin
discussionsrelated

to
various

projects,such
as

the
restoration

ofZám
eckýFishpond

in
Lednice

and
sludge

rem
ovalfrom

the
Lednické

Fishpondsnetwork,assessm
entof

the
existing

condition
ofhistoricaltree

avenues,preparation
ofa

grant
proposal

for
the

restoration
of

catacom
bs,

M
aori

W
aterworks,

power
plants,bridgingoftheČerná

Dyjebehind
them

inaret,construction
ofa

car
park

forcyclists
in

the
vicinity

ofthe
m

inaret,restoration
ofOvčárna,the

road
network,French

garden
and

otherthings.
Sadly,despite

the
efforts

ofthe
M

inistry
ofthe

Environm
entsustainable

funding
ofLVCL

Site
M

anageroperations
was

notsecured
in

2015
either.

W
e

also
failed

to
secure

a
change

in
the

conditions
ofthe

Operational
Program

m
e

Environm
ent

to
reflect

the
specific

conditions
of

a
W

orld
HeritageSitewhich

m
ustbeobserved

butwhich
putitata

disadvantagein
thegrantapplication

processwhen
com

pared
with

“regular”landscapes.

Svatý
kopeček

(orHoly
Hill)in

M
ikulov

represents
a

unique
exam

ple
ofa

culturallandscape
blending

naturaland
historicaltreasures

where
the

workofm
an

dutifullyrespectsthe
surrounding

nature.In
a

spiritualsense
itwascom

posed
astheW

ayoftheCross.Itssouth-western
slopebearsthe

nam
eM

ountofOlives.Atitsfootissituated
a

siteknown
asDolnípalouček

(the
Lower

Clearing),
which

is
part

of
a

rocky
steppe.

These
are

characteristic
bythe

occurrence
ofrare

protected
plants.Itis

on
the

Holy
Hillwhere

we
find

rare
rem

nants
ofnative

therm
ophilic

oak
forests

with

M
ountofOlivesin

M
ikulov
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pubescent
oak,European

corneland
m

ahaleb
cherry.The

forests
are

notablefortheiropen
characterwith

sparselystocked
forestclearingsand

forestedges.This
type

ofopen
forests,orPannonian

groves
(com

m
only

referred
to

as
foreststeppes),representone

ofM
ikulov

landm
arks

and
attractlargenum

bersofresearchersand
visitors.

Unfortunately,
unprofessional

interventions
conducted

in
the

past
disrupted

theirnaturalstructure.Thatis
why

a
projectcalled

“Pannonian
grove

under
M

ount
of

Olives
–

Rem
iniscences

of
the

Garden
of

Gethsem
ane”wasdrawn

up
with

the
objective

to
atleastpartlyrestore

the
original

character
of

the
site.

The
project

of
restoring

close-to-nature
conditions

in
a

form
erlim

estone
quarry

took
inspiration

and
inform

ation
from

a
Diplom

a
ThesisofM

s.Františka
Šatná

ofthe
FacultyofHorticulture

atM
endelUniversitypublished

in
2012.

Theprojectwasim
plem

ented
byLowerM

orava
BiosphereReserve,PBC,in

collaboration
with

M
gr.

M
ilada

Rigasová,
Ph.D.,

a
botanist

from
the

RegionalM
useum

in
M

ikulov,and
otherexpertsfrom

the
Pálava

Protected
Landscape

Area
Adm

inistration
and

the
M

ikulov
m

unicipality.Itinvolved
the

rem
oval

of
ill

and
unsuitable

tree
and

shrub
species,

along
with

planting
of

new
trees,

shrubs
and

grass-herbaceous
form

ations
corresponding

to
the

natural
habitat

of
the

site.
The

im
plem

ented
m

easuresare
aim

ed
to

create
an

open
pubescentoakforestwith

adm
ixed

European
corneland

m
ahaleb

cherry
on

lim
estone

outcrops
with

their
unique

rocky
steppe

vegetation.The
projecttook

visitors
into

accountby
placing

benches
and

inform
ation

panels
with

im
portanthistoricaland

naturalscienceinform
ation

atthesitewhich
alreadyattractscrowdsbythe

uniqueviewsofM
ikulovand

thesurroundinglandscapesouth
ofthetown.

Asprojectm
anagerourPBC

hasprovided
technicalsupervision,which

in
2015

focused
on

supervision
ofplanting,care

ofthe
planted

culturesand
theirprotection,wateringand

replacem
entofdryplants.

Theprojectwassupported
byM

ND
a.s.

Restoration and planting of interactive TSES elem
ents in

Lednice and Nejdek by Lednice

PEFC
m

em
bership

ofLow
erM

orava
BR,PBC

The territory of Lower M
orava BR and its im

m
ediate surroundings house

m
ore than 600 ha of windbreaks which were planted in the 1950s. They

are m
ade up from

 different woody species, m
ost of them

 Eastern
cottonwood cultivars which have reached the upper lim

it of their life
span. To ensure that windbreaks work as efficient com

ponents of TSES,
long-lived woody species with adm

ixed native shrub species need to be
used. A fully operating windbreak protects farm

land from
 wind erosion

within a distance which is up to twenty tim
es its height, it is capable of

intercepting horizontal precipitation, decreasing wind speed, reducing
tem

perature in the surrounding landscape and at the sam
e tim

e
enhance its biodiversity byproviding space for a num

ber of anim
al and

plant species. In 2014 a project focusing on the restoration of a
windbreak covering 0.8 ha and planting a new windbreak covering
further 0.7 ha, in the total length of 934 m

, was launched in the Lednice
cadastre.
OurPBC

initiated
the

project,prepared
projectdocum

entation,applied
successfully

for
funding

and
has

provided
supervision,which

in
2015

focused
on

supervision
ofplanting

in
selected

parts
and

restoring
other

partsofthewindbreak.

There
are

severalinternationalcertification
schem

esofsustainable
forest

m
anagem

ent.The
Program

m
e

forthe
Endorsem

entofForestCertification
Schem

es
(PEFC),

w
hose

Council
is

an
independent,

non-profit
internationalorganization

registered
in

Geneva,represents
a

fram
ework

forcreating
and

m
utualrecognition

ofindependentnationalcertification
system

s.The
Czech

Republic
is

one
ofthe

11
founding

m
em

berstates
which

form
ed

PEFC
Councilin

1999.
LowerM

orava
BR

has
always

supported
sustainable

forestm
anagem

ent

The project was funded through the State Environm
ental Fund of the Czech

Republic and Operational Program
m

e Environm
ent.
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and
itspositiverolein

enhancingtheenvironm
ent,which

iswhyithasbeen
a

m
em

berofPEFC
Czech

Republic
since

2012.This
organization

is
in

charge
of

the
Czech

system
of

forest
certification

and
unites

representatives
offorestry,wood

processing
industry,educationaland

research
institutions,trade

unions,environm
entalorganizations,state

adm
inistration

and
otherinterestgroups.

In
Novem

ber2015
a

m
eeting

ofthe
PEFC

CR
technicalcom

m
ittee

took
placein

Kostelecnad
Černým

ilesy.Itsagenda
focused

on
co-ordinatingthe

internationallybinding
docum

entPEFC
ST1003

with
the

nationalstandard
CFCS

1003
Criteria

and
Indicators

ofSustainable
Forest

M
anagem

ent.
Representatives

ofalltypes
offorestowners,contractors,operators

and

other
stakeholders

elaborated
the

proposals
to

ensure
unam

biguous
controlovertheprocessofm

eetingtheendorsem
entcriteria.

Facebook
is

a
vast

Internet-based
system

providing
socialnetworking

service,enablingcom
m

unication
between

usersand
sharingm

ulti-m
edia

data.
The

current
generation

uses
both

traditional
web

pages
and

Facebook
profilesforinform

ation
searches.OurPBC

therefore
created

its
own

userprofile
to

share
inform

ation
with

youngerusers.The
inform

ation
willbecontinuouslyadded

to
theprofile.

https://www.facebook.com
/www.dolnim

orava.org/?ref=hl

FacebookprofileofLow
erM

orava
BR
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Out
of

the
activities

which
representatives

of
our

PBC
launched

or
participated

inthroughout2014
wewould

liketom
entionthefollowing:

On
M

arch
18

a
lecture

“The
im

portant
role

of
biosphere

reserves
in

sustainable
developm

ent”wasdelivered
for25

internationalstudents.The
presentation

focused
on

the
M

AB
Program

m
e,W

orld
NetworkofBiosphere

Reservesand
LM

BR.Specificcase-studiesofprojectsim
plem

ented
byPBC

and
itspartnersdem

onstrated
thecontribution

ofBR
to

sustainablecultural
landscape

m
anagem

ent.On
April4

a
lecture

“Culturalforests
ofCentral

Europe
and

virgin
forests

in
M

adagascar
(or

what
do

they
have

in
com

m
on?)”

was
delivered

foranother23
students.Following

a
request

from
Austrian

organizersofthe
internationalyouth

eventRiverJum
p

in
late

Aprilwe
organized

a
cycling

trip
to

Soutok.In
the

course
ofa

tourbetween
Lanžhot,Pohansko

and
Soutok

we
delivered

basic
inform

ation
aboutthe

M
AB

Program
m

e,
LM

BR,
floodplain

forests,
sustainable

forest
m

anagem
ent,nature

conservation
and

ourPBC
activities

focused
on

the
floodplain

ecosystem
and

culturallandscape.The
trip

itselfwas
preceded

bya
volunteereventaim

ed
atcollection

ofgarbage.
On

April24
we

organized
an

excursion
them

ed
“LowerM

orava
BR

and
culturallandscape

m
anagem

ent”
for

36
internationalstudents

of
the

Faculty
of

Forestry
and

W
ood

Technology
of

M
endel

University.
The

excursion
opened

atthe
LowerM

orava
BR

expo
in

the
Lednice

Chateau
RidingHalland

continued
to

thechateau
park.

The
goal

of
the

first
conference

on
“Rem

arkable
Trees”

organized
by

M
endelUniversity

in
collaboration

with
ourPBC

and
the

M
inistry

ofthe
Environm

ent
was

to
create

a
working

platform
for

those
interested

in
cham

pion
trees

growing
in

the
Bohem

ian
and

M
oravian

landscape.The
conference

facilitated
interdisciplinary

discussions
about

rem
arkable

trees
seen

from
various

perspectives
–

inventory
and

evaluation
of

th

th

th

LECTU
RES,PRESENTATIONS

AND
FIELD

EXCU
RSIONS

occurrence,
care

and
protection,

popularization,
their

im
portance

for
preserving

genetic
diversity,theirrole

as
culturalheritage

orsource
of

inspiration
forliteraryand

artworks.The
conference

was
concluded

bya
daytrip

to
LowerM

orava
BR.

A
traditionalfield

excursion
was

organized
for42

final-yearstudents
and

teachers
from

the
VocationalSchoolofForestryin

Trutnovon
Septem

ber
25

.Itfocused
on

the
issue

ofculturallandscape
m

anagem
entin

LVCL,
the

M
ikulovand

Podlužíregionsaswellasthe
im

portantrole
which

Lower
M

orava
BR

playsin
the

conceptofthe
region'ssustainable

developm
ent.

The
excursion

wastraditionallyconcluded
bya

crossing
ofthe

Pálava
Hills

from
Klentniceto

Pavlov.
Following

a
request

from
the

SM
R

in
early

October
we

delivered
a

presentation
“LowerM

orava
BR

–
an

outstanding
area

within
the

South
M

oravian
Region”

forofficialRussian
delegation

from
the

Irkutsk
Region.

The
presentation

wasextrem
elywellreceived,stim

ulatingdiscussion
about

participatory
m

anagem
ent,participation

oflocalgovernm
ents

in
LM

BR
m

anagem
ent,collaboration

with
nature

conservation
bodies

and
m

any
related

topics.The
SM

R
RegionalAuthorityacknowledged

the
presentation

asa
representativedeliveryofinform

ation
abouta

SM
R

area.
In

Novem
ber

we
delivered

presentations
“Lower

M
orava

Biosphere
Reserve

–
a

m
odern

toolof
sustainable

landscape
m

anagem
ent”

for
students

of
M

endel
University

in
Lednice,

for
participants

of
an

internationalworkshop
on

“Restoration
ofthe

Přítluky
polder“,and

for
expertsfrom

theInstituteofForestryM
anagem

ent.

An
inform

ative
and

coordination
m

eeting
held

to
discuss

jointactivities,

th

M
EETING

S
W

ITH
LOCALG

OVERNM
ENTS

M
eetingw

ith
them

ayorofM
ikulov(20.3.2015)
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possible
involvem

entin
im

portantdevelopm
entprojects

in
the

M
ikulov

cadastre.Assessm
entofm

utualcoordination
and

collaboration
underthe

“M
ountofOlives”

projectwas
m

ade.Top
priority

projects
for2015

were
identified,nam

ely
the

projectofim
plem

enting
erosion

controlm
easures

between
M

ikulovand
Klentnice.

Intelligent
waste

m
anagem

ent
system

(IW
M

S)
allows

households
to

separate
waste

easily
and

controltheirwaste
disposalbills.The

system
m

akeswaste
sorting

ascom
fortable

asthrowing
waste

into
a

regularbin,
yet

m
ore

econom
ical

and
ecological.

The
system

encom
passes

production
and

sale
ofcertified

com
postm

ade
from

separated
organic

waste.
The

ensuing
discussion

focused
on

Klentnice
experience

with
IW

M
S,as

itis
one

ofthe
m

unicipalities
which

adopted
this

system
.It

appears
to

have
a

highly
positive

effecton
the

environm
entand

local
inhabitantsalikebym

otivatingpeopleto
separateand

recyclewaste.

Spheresofpossible
and

im
portantcooperation

between
the

m
unicipality

and
ourPBC

were
identified:coordination

and
facilitation

in
the

issuesof
m

unicipal
forests

in
the

sites
“Za

zim
ním

stadionem
”

and
“Pod

nem
ocnicí”,cycle

paths,jogging
trails

in
the

vicinity
ofCharvatská

Nová
Ves,leisure

tim
e

activities
within

the
entire

urban
space,town

greenery
and

m
anyothers.

The
agenda

focused
on

sites
in

the
Přítluky

cadastre
which

could
be

restored
aswetlands,waterbodiesand

siteswith
high

vegetation
dueto

the
long-term

waterloggingofarableland
byhigh

groundwatertable.W
eagreed

to
jointly

look
into

the
possibilities

ofgetting
funding

from
the

planned
grants

adm
inistered

by
OperationalProgram

m
e

Environm
ent.

Our
PBC

offered
directassistance

in
finalizing

projectdocum
entation,processing

M
eeting discussing experience w

ith intelligent waste m
anagem

ent
system

 (25. 3. 2015, Klentnice)

Negotiation
w

ith
them

ayorofBřeclav(14.4.2015)

M
eetingatthePřítlukyM

unicipalOffice(5.5.,29.6.2015)

and
subm

itting
the

application
for

funding,
as

wellas
our

expertise
in

organizingtendersand
adm

inisteringtheprojectim
plem

entation.

Following
a

requestofthe
m

ayor,one
partofthe

agenda
was

devoted
to

providing
inform

ation
on

the
current

state
of

the
SM

R
concept

of
“Principles

ofterritorialdevelopm
entofthe

South
M

oravian
Region”with

specialfocuson
the

issue
ofthe

supra-regionalbiocorridornum
berK

161
and

its
boundaries

on
the

rightbank
ofthe

Nové
M

lýny
Reservoirs

in
the

DolníVěstonice
and

Pavlovcadastres.Itsrevised
version

requested
bythe

M
inistry

of
the

Environm
ent

states
clearly

that
the

supra-regional
biocorridor

is
situated

prim
arily

in
the

backwater
ofthe

reservoir.This
enablesthe

m
unicipalitiesto

applyfora
change

in
territorialplanning

and
thussolve

long-standing
developm

entissuesand
accusationsof“illegal”

useofthebanksin
thegiven

m
unicipalities.

In
the

presence
M

ichalHašek,Governorofthe
South

M
oravian

Region,other
official

guests
and

the
m

edia,
the

project
whose

successful
funding

application
wasadm

inistered
byLowerM

orava
BR

and
theRegionalOfficeof

theNatureConservation
Agencyin

Brno
wasinaugurated.Thanksto

ourjoint
effortsthe

projectwasaccepted
and

supported
bythe

State
Environm

ental
Fund.The

totalcostofthe
projectwasCZK

86
m

il.,eligible
costsam

ounted
to

CZK
82.7

m
il.Thecontractorwascom

panySwietelskya.s.

A
coordination

and
inform

ative
m

eeting
discussing

projects
prepared

in
LVCL

and
Lower

M
orava

BR
which

m
ay

be
im

plem
ented

in
the

joint

Participation
in

a
councilm

eetingin
Pavlov(25.6.2015)

Inauguration of the im
plem

ented project “Slope stabilization in
Bulhary” (29. 9. 2015)

M
eeting w

ith representatives of the Pálava PLA and Regional Office
Brno (20. 2. 2015, Lednice)
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interests
of

nature
conservation

bodies,
Lower

M
orava

BR
and

m
unicipalities.Itwas

agreed
thatafterrules

forobtaining
subsidies

from
the

OperationalProgram
m

e
Environm

entin
the

new
planning

period
have

been
published,new

projectsim
portantforthe

harm
oniousdevelopm

ent
ofculturallandscape

willbe
prepared

operatively.Agreem
entson

regular
m

aintenance
ofm

eadows
on

the
banks

ofLednické
Fishponds,finalizing

the
restoration

ofthe
nature

trailalongthe
fishponds,reinforcem

entofthe
touristand

cycle
pathsand

placem
entofbenchesand

inform
ation

tables
on

selected
sitesareunderway.

The
M

orava
River

Basin
expressed

its
dedication

to
support

restoration
projectsin

selected
partsofthe

M
orava

and
Dyje

floodplains,to
participate

in
transboundary

projects
with

Austria
and

help
optim

ize
the

tourism
infrastructure

in
the

vicinity
ofSoutok.Participants

in
this

work
m

eeting
raised

the
issue

of
specific

projects
(Židlochovice

Forest
Enterprise

–
restoration

ofthelowerpartoftheTvrdoniceforestdistrict,PBC
–connecting

the
Czech

and
Austrian

side
ofthe

border
by

a
pedestrian

and
cycling

bridge,M
orava

RiverBasin
–restoration

ora
cut-offDyjeriverarm

).

Following
the

initiative
ofing

Filip
Šálek

(Civic
Association

Lužánek),a
representative

ofthe
University

ofSouth
Bohem

ia
presented

a
projectof

large
m

am
m

alconservation
(European

bison,wild
horse)which

involves
using

areas
suitable

forgrazing.According
to

Filip
Šálek

the
so-called

Dlúhý
hrůd

in
Soutok

m
ay

be
a

suitable
site.

The
presentation

was
interestingbutthe

ensuingdiscussion
revealed

thatitwillbe
easierto

look
forbetter(larger)sites

in
differentregions,e.g.in

the
Šum

ava
National

Park/BR.

Coordinating m
eeting of the M

orava River Basin, Regional Office of
the Nature Conservation Agency in Brno, Židlochovice Forest
Enterprise and PBC (10. 4. 2015)

Židlochovice Forest Enterprise, presentation of a project of horse
grazing in the area of Soutok (28. 7. 2015)

M
eeting w

ith the director of the Křtiny Training Forest Enterprise
(5. 9. 2015)

M
eetingattheStateLand

Officein
Břeclav(7.9.2015)

Participation in the XVIII International Conference of Land
Consolidation “Interconnecting functions in a land consolidation
landscape” (14–15. 10. 2015)

W
ork sem

inar on opportunities for Local Action G
roups in organizing

activities supporting sustainable developm
ent in regions

(22. 10. 2015, Židlochovice)

A
m

eetingwith
M

rDolejský,M
anagingDirectorofthe

KřtinyTrainingForest
Enterprise

(TFE),was
held

to
discuss

possibilities
ofa

jointpartnership
between

TFE,Brno
M

unicipalForestsand
LowerM

orava
BR

to
establish

a
M

odelForestin
South

M
oravia

and
subm

itan
application

form
em

bership
in

the
InternationalM

odelForestNetwork.M
rDolejský

has
been

a
long-

standingsupporterofthe
idea

and
isprepared

to
join

the
draftinggroup

of
stakeholders.

A
m

eeting
with

M
rHaar,directorofthe

State
Land

Office
in

Břeclav,to
analyzetheland

intended
forflood-controlm

easuresand
enhancem

entof
biodiversity,which

isowned
bythePřítlukym

unicipality,and
to

rem
ovethe

riskofpayingtaxforwithdrawalfrom
farm

land
classification.

Upon
the

requestofM
inistryofAgriculture,LowerM

orava
BR

delivered
a

presentation
on

“Experience
with

im
plem

enting
TSES

elem
ents

during
land

consolidation
on

the
territoryofLowerM

orava
BR”atan

international
conference

held
in

M
ikulov.The

eventwas
attended

by
250

participants
from

the
Czech

Republic,Poland,Slovakia
and

Austria.Ourpresentation
was

highlyregarded
byorganizers

from
the

M
inistryofAgriculture

as
well

asparticipants.

PBC
em

ployees
took

partin
a

sem
inargiven

by
RNDr.Jaroslav

Bokůvka
from

M
oravská

brána
LocalAction

Group.Upon
agreem

enthe
provided

LM
BR

with
a

com
pleted

strategyofŠum
perskývenkovLocalAction

Group
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“From
spasto

forestsand
m

ountains,ourregion
aboundsin

beauties”to
draw

inspiration
from

.
The

thought-provoking
sem

inar
will

help
us

im
plem

entexpertise
ofLowerM

orava
BR

in
the

LAG
strategies

which
are

being
prepared

in
ourregion.The

deadline
forsubm

itting
processed

LAG
strategies

was
postponed

to
February

28,2016,which
willallow

us
to

applyourexpertiseand
suggestions(asexternalexperts)in

ourLAGs.

A
work

m
eeting

to
harm

onize
param

etersofthe
project“Stand

regulation
on

the
northern

slopesofLednické
Fishponds”.The

projectwasdrawn
up

bying.Jan
M

achovecin
thepastand

isbeingupdated
based

on
theagreed

param
eters.

M
eeting at the Pálava Protected Landscape Area to discuss stand

regulations in the vicinity of Lednické Fishponds (4. 11. 2015)
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Round
tablediscussion

ofTSES
expertsin

Brno(9.and
12.11.2015)

Coordinating w
ork m

eeting to discuss the LVCL Local Action G
roup

Strategy (18. 11. 2015)

The
environm

ental
institute

Veronica
Brno

organizes
regular

sem
inar

focusingon
TSES.The

discussed
topicwas“UpdatingTSES

m
ethodology”

which
is

prepared
forthe

M
inistry

ofthe
Environm

entby
RNDr.M

artin
Culek,CSc.Following

the
extrem

ely
dry

periods
ofthis

year,proposals
were

drawn
up

by
Lower

M
orava

BR
for

the
m

unicipalities
and

the
Association

ofEstablishm
entand

M
aintenance

ofGreenery
in

case
the

M
inistry

of
the

Environm
ent

decided
to

release
reserve

funds
for

elim
ination

ofdraughtdam
age,which

isextrem
ein

theTSES
plantings.

A
m

eetingwasheld
to

agreecollaboration
in

drawingup
theStrategyofthe

LVCLLocalAction
Group.
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LowerM
orava

Biosphere,PublicBenefitCorporation
asa

non-profitentityis
striving

to
secure

long-term
and

m
ultiple-source

funding
forallitsactivities.

Partofthenecessaryfundingisgenerated
byourown

activitiesbutfulfilm
ent

ofBR
functions

and
im

plem
entation

ofthe
differentprojects

would
notbe

possible
withoutthe

funding
ofgrantand

supportprogram
m

es,nor
withoutthecontributionsfrom

individualdonorsand
projectpartners.

W
e

wish
to

express
ourthanks

to
allthose

withoutwhose
financial

supportwewould
notbeableto

fulfilourm
ission.

M
ND, a.s.

Forests of the Czech Republic, State Enterprise
Alca Plast, s.r.o.

Zahrada Olom
ouc, s.r.o.

Voluntary Association of M
unicipalities of the LVCL Region

Vinařství Volařík, s.r.o.

In
2016

Lower
M

orava
BR,

PBC,
will

focus
on

expert
and

logistical
assistanceform

unicipalitiesand
otherstakeholdersin

im
plem

entation
of

projects
whose

aim
is

to
enhance

biodiversity
in

the
agricultural

landscape.Itwillcontinue
to

selectsuitable
areas

and
draw

up
projects

which
are

eligible
to

Operational
Program

m
e

Environm
ent

funding.
A

m
ajorshareofourworkwillfocuson

com
pletingtheproject“TheRed

Book
of

W
oody

Plants
of

the
Czech

Republic,
the

Red
Book

of
Threatened

Speciesofthe
floodplain

forestsofthe
LowerM

orava
BR

and
The

Red
List

ofThreatened
Species

ofthe
Křtiny

Training
ForestEnterprise“.OurPBC

willcontinueto
perform

theLVCLSiteM
anagerdutiesand

striveto
createa

sustainable
system

forperform
ing

this
function.Otherplanned

activities
willencom

pass
optim

izing
the

tourism
infrastructure

in
the

southern
part

of
the

Lower
M

orava
BR,

renewing
cooperation

with
the

International
M

odelForestNetwork
and

fosterrelationships
with

LocalAction
Groups

and
otherstakeholderswithin

LowerM
orava

BR.
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